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COMMUNICATIONS TOOLKIT FOR CLIC 
PLEDGE SIGNATORIES 

Thank you for affirming your commitment to phase out toxic, mercury-containing fluorescent lighting 
technologies and accelerate the global transition to LED lighting. By signing the CLiC Pledge, you 
are part of  a growing group of forward-looking businesses, advocates and governmnets working to 
eliminate mercury in lighting under the Minamata Convention on Mercury. 
The Clean Lighting Coalition and our partners look forward to supporting you implememt the pledge 
and raise awareness about the benefits of transitionining to clean, energy-efficient lighting.

Background
Over the last 5 years, LEDs have become widely available and affordable in markets around the globe. 
These clean, cost-effective products are gradually replacing toxic mercury-lighting to safeguard public 
health, save energy, and protect the environment.  
As wealthy countries lead the lighting transition, the rest of the world must not become a dumping 
ground for toxic products. Without intervention, a transition to clean super-efficient lighting may take 
years due to the lobbying efforts of fluorescent lamp suppliers. Consumers will be left with poor quality, 
inefficient and unsafe lighting products. 
Eliminating exemptions for fluorescent bulbs will:
• Eliminate 232 tonnes of mercury pollution from the environment, both from the light bulbs 

themselves and from avoided mercury emissions from coal-fired power plants;
• Reduce global electricity use by 3%;
• Avoid 3.5 gigatonnes of CO2 emissions cumulatively between 2025-2050; equivalent to removing 

all passenger cars globally from the road for a whole year; and
• Save US$1 trillion on electricity bills.

About the Clean Lighting Coalition
Around the world people unknowingly interact with dangerous lights every day. Certain types of light 
bulbs, present in our homes, offices, schools, and community buildings, contain mercury. Mercury 
is a chemical and neurotoxin, and can be released when a fluorescent bulb breaks, and through the 
manufacturing and disposal processes. The World Health Organization classifies mercury as the top-
ten most dangerous chemical because it is highly toxic to humans –particularly developing children and 
pregnant women –and are a significant threat to environmental and ecosystem health.  

The Clean Lighting Coalition (CLiC) aims to leverage expert knowledge and clean lighting stakeholders 
to transition global markets to safe, cost-effective, and energy-saving LED lighting by removing the 
exemption for fluorescents in the Minamata Convention on Mercury. 
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How to use the toolkit: 

• Use the information provided here as a guidance 
for your media releases or news alerts.

• Use the sample social media posts to announce 
you have joined the Coalition and support the 
transition to LED lighting.

• Share the  resources in the toolkit on social media 
and newsletters to increase awareness. Please 
tag @Clean_Lighting (on Twitter) so that we can 
share your commitment.

• While the CLiC Pledge is a non-binding 
commitment and therefore there is no 
formal reporting requirement, we encourage 
companies and organizations to communicate 
their achievements through both internal and 
external channels in order to encourage other 
businesses and stakeholders to act and ensure 
an accelerated phase out of mercury-containing 
lighting. 

By signing the CLiC Pledge, partners & 
companies commit to: 
• (Companies) Phase-out the manufacture, sale, 

distribution, and/or installation of Compact 
Fluorescent Lighting by 2024 and Linear 
Fluorescent Lighting by 2025, in line with what 
has been proposed under the United Nations’ 
Minamata Convention on Mercury. 

• Support  an equitable global transition to clean 
and efficient lighting, protecting people and the 
planet from toxic mercury. 

• (Partners) Advocate and support the phase-
out of the manufacture, sale, distribution, and/
or installation of fluorescent lighting, in line with 
what has been proposed under the United Nations’ 
Minamata Convention on Mercury. 

• Share accurate, compelling and accessible 
information on the clean lighting transition 
through our communications platforms.

How CLiC will use your brand: 
As a new member of the Coalition, we would like to 
provide some information on how your brand will be 
used in our communications. By signing the Advocate 
or Industry Pledge, you consent to the use of your 
logo and brand in our external communications and 
outreach. Please read below for details. 

By signing the CLiC pledge, you have given CLiC 
permission to: 
• Use your logo and other branded assets on their 

website, social media pages, press releases and 
any other promotional material relating to our 
work, partners and the Advocate Coalition. 

• The right to use your logo and branded assets 
to promote LED lighting and the removal of 
the exemption for mercury-lighting under the 
Minamata Convention on Mercury. 

As the Clean Lighting Coalition, we commit 
to: 
• Not use your logo outside of the Clean Lighting 

Coalition programming, unless there has been 
formal engagement with you, the brand owner. 

• Not to authorize or permit the use of your 
logo to other CLiC partners, organizations, 
businesses,and individuals.

• Adhere to your brand guidelines and 
specifications. CLiC will not modify, alter or change 
your logo design or color without prior permissions 
from your communications team.
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Industry Sample Social Media Posts
Twitter:  
• The transition to #CleanLighting is as easy 

as changing a lightbulb. Our LEDs come in 
a wide range of colors, shapes, sizes and 
temperatures. Make the smart switch today:  
https://cleanlightingcoalition.org/benefits/tech/ 
#EndToxicLighting  

• As a member of the @Clean_Lighting 
Coalition, we commit to manufacture/sell/
distribute clean, #EnergyEfficient LED bulbs. 
Let’s #EndToxicLighting together: https://
cleanlightingcoalition.org/

• “The technological advancements in #LED lighting 
over the past decade have far surpassed even the 
most advanced mercury-containing fluorescent 
bulbs,” says  Professor Shuji Nakamura, Nobel 
Prize for Physics & Inventor of Blue Light LED. 
Learn more about the benefits of LED: https://
cleanlightingcoalition.org/

LinkedIn:
Did you know #LEDs last 2-3 times longer than 
mercury-laden lighting alternatives. We joined the @
Clean_Lighting Coalition to ensure our customers 
have access to safe, durable LED products. 

Learn more about why we are supporting Clean 
Lighting Coalition’s efforts to #EndToxicLighting: 
https://cleanlightingcoalition.org/

Sample Announcement Blog/Press Release 
We are delighted to announce that we have joined the Clean Lighting Coalition (CLiC). CLiC is a global coalition 
leveraging expert knowledge and clean lighting stakeholders to transition global markets to safe, cost-effective, 
and energy-saving LED lighting by removing the exemption for fluorescents in the United Nations Minamata 
Convention on Mercury.  
The Minamata Convention and its 135 signatory countries are working to eliminate the use of mercury in products 
and processes worldwide. Mercury is a chemical element that is highly toxic to humans and the environment. While 
the Convention has been particularly successful in phasing out mercury use, it still includes special exemptions 
for mercury-based fluorescent lighting products, citing insufficient cost-effective alternatives across global 
markets.  
While fluorescent bulbs used to be the most efficient and cost-effective option for lighting, innovations in LED 
lighting technologies over the past decade have made the exemption unnecessary. LEDs are super-efficient, last 
longer, offer a better-quality lighting experience and contain no mercury. LEDs use half as much energy and have 
2-3 times the lifespan compared to fluorescent lights. Add any more information about your company’s LEDs as 
is relevant. A proposed amendment by the Africa region to the Convention would remove special exemptions for 
fluorescents and accelerate the transition to clean lighting.  
[Insert a short quote or background about your work and how phasing out fluorescents ties in with your organization 
e.g. environmental protection, global equity, dumping/recycling, human health]. 

Join our commitment to eliminate toxic lighting and support a global, equitable transiiton to clean, LED lighting. 

Advocates Sample Social Media Posts
Twitter:
• It is important for us, as XXX advocates, to support 

efforts to #EndToxicLighting. We are proud to join 
the @Clean_Lighting Coalition to phase out the 
use of harmful, mercury lighting products.  Join us:  
https://cleanlightingcoalition.org/ 

• As wealthy countries ban #mercury-containing 
lighting domestically, the rest of the world must 
not be treated as a dumping ground for toxic, 
outdated lighting technologies. All people & 
businesses should have access to clean #LED 
lighting: https://cleanlightingcoalition.org/   

• Did you know transitioning global markets to 
#LED would substantially reduce both carbon and 
mercury emissions? We are joining the @Clean_
Lighting Coalition to protect people & the planet. 
Join us:  https://cleanlightingcoalition.org/benefits/
environment/ #EndToxicLighting 

LinkedIn:
We are excited to announce that we have joined 
the @Clean Lighting Coalition to transition global 
markets to safe, cost-effective, and #EnergySaving 
LED lighting. The Coalition is working to remove the 
exemption for fluorescents under the Minamata 
Convention on Mercury.  

Learn more about why we are supporting Clean 
Lighting Coalition’s efforts to #EndToxicLighting: 
https://cleanlightingcoalition.org/ 
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                                MORE RESOURCES

Frequently Asked Questions
Mercury in Fluorescent Lighting: Unnecessary Health Risks & 
Actionable Solutions 
Market Transformation Toolkit 
Mercury-Free Lighting Procurement Specification
SDGs supported by Clean Lighting
#CleanLightingProtects Toolkits 

  CONTACT INFORMATION 

www.cleanlightingcoalition.org

hblair@cleanlightingcoalition.org

Clean Lighting Coalition

@Clean_Lighting

Clean Lighting Coalition


